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The Immediate Effect on the Complement Fixation Test for Lues 
of Treatment with Salvarsan.-Cn.Aio [Arch. InL 
9 l-r r re P° rts of 250 'Vasserman,, tests in cases of 

themed",- “ S V‘ ECS be /° rc and aftcr treatment with salvarsan. From 
the analyses of complement fixation tests after the administration 

sa f feh drawn t!‘ K , ‘l"'* 5 , that the follo "' in K eonclnsions may be 
safcJ\ drawn. The best results, as regards the disappearance of the 
. complement fixation test and the occurrences of relapses, arc obtained 

n t ,c [l-c- !ment°lf a ,l' entS -' n ‘ hc P rimar - V stage of Inland the poorest 
in the treatment of those in the tertiary stage. Thus “>5 of q, 

m the primary stage, or S0.fi per cent., gave a negative reaefo , after 
treatment while only 12 out of 22 in the tertiary stage, m fii.9 pel 
cent., resulted negatively. The results in the secondary stage were 

negative in® IOcToM V - b ** thc ,' Vassermann since this test became 
negative in 100 of I3o second stage cases, a percentage of 74. Craig 

says that the complement fixation test disappears more rapidly after 
treatment with salvarsan in the tertiary stage of lues than in’cither 
thc primary or secondary stage of thc disease. However, he is only 
comparing the negative reactions of the 12 tertiary cases with the 

c vnerienee ‘irn' d S""’" 0 ' s « co . nda O’ cascs - The reaction in Craig’s 
experience has disappeared during thc second, third, and fourth 

weeks after treatment in the vast majority of the negative cases 

I he prognosis, both as regards the disappearance of the reaction and 
thc occurrence of relapses, is dependent upon thc strength of the 

•md least so ST* f “''°. n ' l>le P?‘ icnta a plus-minus reaction, 

: " 1 . ‘r SO 1 ? . l? v, "R. a doi, blc plus reaction. As regards the 
method of administration of salvarsan, the best results have been 

a kaline T ," S “Pf?"* fron ' ti,c useular injection of thc 

sion T so ! ut '? n ' and the^poorest from thc use of thc neutral suspen- 
sion. In justice to the intravenous method, however, it should hc 

he .hit .P “ 5 "r r " ,,ml,crof cas « l> a '-e been tested, and it may 
t that this method will prove as efficient as the intramuscular. The 
complement fixation test reaction disappears more rapidly after thc 
intravenous administration of salvarsan than after the intramuscular 
administration. As regards thc disappearance of the complement 

nrevdnn I™"'""-"’ h . HUr ri '?". l,s vm obtained in patients vvdio had 
: t » d "lerennal treatment than in those who had not, 
nut trie time of dlsappearauee of the reaction was little affected. The 
great superiority of salvarsan over mercury as a specific remedy 

of the TV' 1 "r ri ' 1 ’" apjiarently permanent disappearance 
Of til, r action, after one or two injections of the drug, in patients 
revionsly treated for one two, or three years with mercurials, and 

II whom the reaction had remained. The complement fixation test 

,,,, . r- v Bjeatest value as a guide to treatment with salvarsan, 

" " ,t ‘ t, " ,d . " c P°® css of determining whether lues is 

‘.l.. 1 *, a "-y ^therapeutic agent. Finally, Craig believes 

that the data recorded in this paper eloquently sustained Ehrlich’s 
modest chunt that the introduction of salvarsan marks a considerable 
advance ,,, the therapy of syphilis, an advance which is not due to 
accident, but to the result of systematic experimental work. 
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Mediastinal Causes of Chronic Cough in Children.—II kkiikkt 
J'UKXcii Med- Jour., 1011, elxxxi, 7f>7) calls attention to the 
many cases of chronic cough in children which are not relieved hv 
medication, and which show no obvious physical signs. These cases 
are often attributed to adenoids and enlarged tonsils, but a large 
number of them arc due to enlarged glands at the bifurcation of tin* 
trachea. This enlargement is usually chronic and often tuberculous 
Ihc gland immediately below the right bronchus is affected more 
often than that on the left side. The phrenic nerve is occasionally 
round displaced by the enlarged gland, and through its irritation adds 
to the coughing. In a number of cases the enlarged gland can be 
demonstrated by the jr-ray. French reports the case of a girl, aged 
seven years, who, though apparently healthy, had had a cough'for 
many months. Kxamination of the chest was negative, but an .r-rav 
of the thorax showed an abnormal, bulging shadow at the root of the 
right lung, which corresponds to the site of the bronchial glands. It 
is important to realize this cause in prolonged and inexplicable cough¬ 
ing, as most of these glandular enlargements arc tuberculous. This 
condition would indicate general hygienic treatment and protection 
from food or cow s milk infected by tuberculous products. 

Otitis Media from_ the Rubber “Pacifier”.—\V. H. Uowf.n (77/e 
Lancet, 1911, elxxxi, <5S). after a long observation of infants in the Hast 
London Hospital for Children, believes that many cases of otitis media 
in infants are caused by the rubber “pacifier” or “comforter.” The 
class of cases he refers to is composed of fairly healthy infants with no 
attendant infectious disease and with no evidence of adenoids with which 
to explain the otitis media from which they suffer. As otitis media is 
usually the result of oral sepsis from mouth breathing due to adenoids, 
or from an attendant infectious disease, it is fair to argue from analogy 
that the class of case under discussion is the result of oral sepsis intro¬ 
duced by the comforter.’ 1 his article, usually of rubber and attached 
to the infant bv a string or tape, when not in the infants mouth comes 
in contact with all sorts of unclean things. Heing usually moist when 
dropped, particles of all sorts easily adhere. It is usual!v reinserted in 
the infant’s mouth without being cleaused. There is also a lamentable 
practice among some baby tenders to give the “comforter” a prelim¬ 
inary “suck” before putting it into the baby's mouth. It can be 
plainly seen how easily the child’s mouth may become infected in this 
way. Ihc comforter” is at fault only in so far as it introduces sepsis 
leading to catarrhal processes, which spread by the tube to the middle 
ear, although giving very little, if any, evidence in the mouth, oro- 



